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NEWSLETTER

‘ e v e r y t h i n g  y o u  d o  S h o u l d  b e  W o r t h y  -  o F  g r e a t  m e r i t ,  c h a r a c t e r  a n d  v a l u e . ’

Woldgate pupil, Luda 
Balan, is celebrating a 
special regional award 
for her art. 

Sixteen year old Luda won second 
prize and £75 in the 2016 Link-
age ArtBeat Awards for a stun-

ning mosaic which she painted using 
the brush in her mouth.

Luda said: “I am very proud to have 
won this prize. I have long enjoyed 
art so was delighted that my work 
has been chosen. I am going to put 
the money towards buying an iPad, 
which I can operate using my bottom 
lip.”

Entries were invited from Yorkshire 
for the first time, and the East 
Midlands for the second annual 
Linkage ArtBeat Competition, which 
celebrates art and photography work 

by pupils with additional needs. The 
top prize in each age category was 
£100 and Luda’s work was scored 
highly by the independent judging 
panel out of more than 200 entries 
in 2016. The awards were presented 
at a ceremony in Lincoln.

Her prize was presented by Linkage 
Chief Executive Valerie 
Waby, who said: “The 

Congratulations!

Continued on page 3...

GeorGie Taylor

aBrSM Theory 
- Grade 5

MeriT

yaSMine KaTiB

aBrSM Violin 
- Grade 3

PaSS

artBeat award suCCess
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Key dates

summer term

11th april - 27th may 2016

6th June - 22nd July 2016

staff training 
days

25th & 26th July 2016

internal exam weeKs

year 7
W/c 13th June 2016

year 8
W/c 6th June 2016

year 9
W/c 23rd may 2016

year 10
W/c 27th June 2016

On Tuesday of last week, I was fortunate to be invited on 
the Geography fieldwork visit to the Mappleton coast. 
The purpose of this visit was to look at coastal erosion 

and to allow our pupils to take measurements and perform 
calculations in the field as part of their GCSE studies. 

We set off on the journey as school started and soon arrived 
at Hornsea. Geography teacher, Mr Ellis, ably assisted by Mrs 
Dillingham, quickly distributed work booklets and clipboards 

to pupils and as we walked along the sea front, I flicked through the very 
comprehensive booklet that had been prepared for the visit. The initial 
talk and introduction was quickly followed by questions and pupils identi-
fying different types of sea defences and analysing the businesses and the 
community that the sea defences protected. As we walked along the front, 
it quickly became apparent not only the impact of the defences, but also 
how the coast line has changed dramatically once the defences stopped. 
Within a mile we found ourselves looking at a bay caused by coastal erosion, 
as the sediment was held back by the timber groins. With static holiday cara-
vans only metres from the edge of the cliff, which was quickly slipping away, 
it became evident that sea defences came at a cost to the residents further 
down the coast.

As we drove further down the coastal road we then arrived at our next site. 
This was an opportunity to take measurements on the beach. As we sat in 
the bus, which was now, or so it felt, slightly rocking from the strong winds, 
rain and sleet, Mr Ellis announced his intention for us to proceed to conduct 
our analysis using Ranging Poles and other equipment, to measure different 
aspects of the beach and to collect data that pupils could analyse later in 
class. 

The beach was cold and wet and as we stood with the sleet (mostly ice) rain-
ing down, Mr Ellis with a passion that only a true Geographer could manage 
in such terrible conditions, talked with enthusiasm about the task we were 
about to undertake. I must admit, once my small team had been assembled, 
the pupils did look rather dubious and I’m sure some were considering the 
haven the warm interior of the bus would provide. But within moments 
they were measuring, calculating angles, studying the composition of the 
beech and doing everything as a team to gather the information. As they 
progressed and I helped, I watched another school I could not identify, with 
its forty pupils come down the beach, taking limited measurements, stand-
ing around talking, before then disappearing back to their bus. Our pupils 
noticed but continued, completely focused and determined, in the rain. 
They were very impressive.

Finally, we would end up further down the coast, looking at a road disap-
pearing over the cliff top, the foundations of houses just visible in the grass, 
that had been knocked down and a community largely swept out to sea. 
If you ever wondered how to bring learning to life, to place knowledge in 
context, then this was a lesson in itself, about how through study of real life, 
we can make learning exciting, real and engaging.

Do have a good weekend.

Welcome

HeadteaCHer’s welCome

Mr J Britton
HeadteacHer
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work by pupils from across the region was stunning. Luda’s mosaic was 
beautiful and I am not surprised the judges liked it. I’m pleased it’s given her 
the motivation, as that’s what Linkage ArtBeat is all about.” 

The full list of winners of the ArtBeat Competition can be found online at 
www.linkage.org.uk.

noticeboard

...from front page.

HeadteaCHer’s 
award

year 8
matheW liSter

iSabella robinSon

year 9
alicia Fletcher

JameS patrick

year 10
callum SiSSonS

olivia richardSon

year 11
luda balan

transition to new uniform 
As you will be AwAre, we Are After extensive consultAtion over the lAst yeAr, introducing A new 

uniform for pupils joining the school in september 2016 And for our current yeAr 9 pupils when 
they move to yeAr 10 in september. we hAve written to pArents in these yeAr groups this week, 
As they will be the first to be Affected, with An overview of the design And informAtion on the 

chAnges we intend to bring About in response to pArentAl feedbAck And following the consultAtion. 
we Are conscious thAt pArents in other yeAr groups mAy Also wish to purchAse the 

new uniform, this will be optionAl And the old uniform will remAin AvAilAble, but As 
others mAy wish to chAnge, we will forwArd the detAils to All pArents shortly.
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Each week, our pupils take part in Citizenship lessons. 
These are opportunities for our Lower School pupils to 
learn about the world they live in, debate key issues, ask 

questions and develop life skills such as money management 
and healthy living. Our Year 7 pupils are currently working on 
the ‘Send my Friend to School’ project. This project, carried 
out over six weeks, gives our Year 7 pupils the opportunity to 
learn about education all over the world, and culminates in 
pupils developing their own campaign to raise awareness of 
the lack of opportunities to learn in less-developed areas of 

the world. Last year, two of our Year 7 pupils wrote to David Cameron and 
received a reply – I am looking forward to finding out what our current Year 
7s have planned!

At the same time, our Year 8 pupils are working on their enterprise skills 
in Citizenship. They are working in small groups to plan, organise and run 
stalls for our Year 7 and Year 9 pupils to raise money for charity. In order 
to succeed, they need to decide what their customers will want to spend 
money on before organising their games or stock. I am looking forward to 
seeing what business ideas they have come up with!

At Woldgate School, we believe all pupils should have the opportunities to 
learn about and begin contributing to their local community and the world 
they live in. Our weekly Citizenship lessons are just one of these opportu-
nities, and they provide our pupils with the chance to use their creativity, 
ideas, talents and skills whilst learning how to be responsible citizens.

mr sloman writes:

Mr L SLoMan
Head of Lower ScHooL

loWer School

Key dates
S u m m e r  t e r m  2 0 1 6

year 7
29th June

hiStory viSit to helmSley

1St July

hiStory viSit to helmSley

6th July

the big Sing

12th July

parentS’ evening

year 8
12th may

charity StallS

6th June

exam Week

20th - 23rd June

geography coaStal FieldWork

4th July

parentS evening

6th July

teen-tech Stem viSit

year 9

23rd may

exam Week

9th June

rS viSit - beth Shalom

13th June

inJectionS

15th July

careerS viSit to hull univerSity

20th & 21St July

enterprize day

last weeK’s orCHestra ConCert for year 7 & 8

MR CHAPMAN SURPRISED  
THE PUPILS DURING THE 

THEME FROM ‘STAR WARS’
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This week has been a really interesting one as although 
our Upper School pupils have been hard at work and 
focused within their lessons, outside the classroom 

they have all been involved in the more social side of their 
education.

Year 11 pupils have been reminiscing about their time so 
far at Woldgate and thinking about what to include in their 
year book entry. Both pupils and their tutors have also been 
planning their contributions towards their final celebration 

assembly which will take place next 
Friday before the official start of 
their examination period. Although 
pupils remain in school full time 
until the 10th June, this will be the 
last opportunity for them to come 
together as a full year group.

Year 10 meanwhile, have been taking 
part in their enrichment activity 
for this half term, showing great 
team work in the Rounders that 
took place yesterday. Thanks to the 
weather remaining warm and dry, 
it was enjoyable for all concerned 
with some real competition evident 
amongst the pupils.

ms longstaff writes:
upper School

MS a LongStaff
Head of Upper ScHooL

Key dates
S u m m e r  t e r m  2 0 1 6

year 10
27th June

year 10 exam Week

20th July

priSon me no Way

year 11
13th may

celebration aFternoon

16th may

gcSe examS Start

10th June

Study leave StartS

14th June

art & deSign open evening

year 10 rounders

Yesterday saw the Year 10 Form 
Groups competing against each 
other, in mixed teams, to see 
which was the best Rounders 
Team!  The pupils organised them-
selves and even planned different 
strategies, during Form time, on 
how to beat their opponents! I 
was very proud to see so many 
pupils participating and the rest 
of the pupils, cheering them on.  
An exciting hour was had by all 
and due to the competitiveness of 
the teams, no winner has yet been 
decided. The follow-up matches 
will be played next term. 

A huge thank you to Miss Colston 
and Mr Clarke for helping with 
the organisation and I am very 
proud and grateful to the GCSE 
PE pupils who helped with all the 
equipment. 
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I have been very impressed by the students in the Sixth 
Form over the past few weeks. There has been an atmos-
phere of calm determination as they go about their final 

preparations for exams and work to meet coursework dead-
lines. This week, Year 13 have received their final Progress 
Review, which will provide students and parents with a clear 
indication of how well students are progressing in these 
crucial final stages.

Year 13 are also looking ahead to their Leavers’ Events, and the Senior 
Prefect team are working hard to ensure that these events are a fantastic 
send off for our students. The Prom will take place on Wednesday 6th July 
at The Hospitium in Museum Gardens, York.

mrs lawson writes:

MrS K LawSon
Head of SixtH forM

Sixth Form

Key dates
S u m m e r  t e r m  2 0 1 6

13th may

year 12 Study leave beginS

13th may

year 13 leaverS aFternoon

16th may

aS examS Start

18th may

a2 examS Start

14th June

art & deSign open evening

15th June

a2 induction aFternoon

17th June

year 12 ucaS convention

27th June

Sixth Form induction day

28th June

year 12 phySicS viSit - Jodrell bank

4th - 5th July

buSineSS viSit to london

Emma Camplejohn 

Woldgate School  

and Sixth Form College 

Art & Design Open Evening 2016 

Tuesday 14th June   6-8 PM 

Sponsored by: 

POSTER DESIGN BY 
SONJA BOTTOMER 
YEAR 12
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mystery maKers 
Miss Burrows writes:

I am really proud to showcase the eighteen Year 9 and Year 10 GCSE Art 
pupils who have been volunteering as Mystery Makers creating fish props 
for the Creations scene of the 2016 York Mystery Plays which is held in the 
York Minster in 26th May until end of June.

Pupils have been working in school at lunch times and in their own time to produce a range of 3D fish using papier 
mache and sculpting techniques. The pupils have done a fantastic job and I think their fish props will look amazing 
in the York Minster.

• Amy Watson 9CEF

• Maddy Hine 9RMG

• James Beadman 9CEF

• Faith Room 9VCL

• Imogen Maloney 9DEE

• Erin Hawe 9MAC

• George Brown 9RMG

• Laura Toes 9LJB

• Amy Alexander 9RMG

• Charlotte Tunks 9RMG

• Jessie Hodgkin 9MAC

• Jessica Bancroft 9RMG

• Emily Gray 9RJO

• Abdul Ahmadi 9LJB

• Charlotte Gregory 10DRO

• Laura Elliott-White 10EKS

• Freja Morley 10KMC

• Amber Lewis 10DRO

• Ako Ebrahame 11KEA



Woldgate School & Sixth Form College
92 Kilnwick Road
Pocklington
York
YO42 2LL

Tel: 01759 302395
Fax: 01759 306535

Email: office@woldgate.eriding.net
Website: www.woldgate.net

Find us on Facebook Badge CMYK / .ai

Follow @Woldgate A family of schools
with shared values

W

O
L

D
S

 L
E

A

RN I N G  PA

R
T

N
E

R
S

H

IP

Care & aCHievement 
Co-ordinators

MrS r BoUrne
care & acHieveMent 

co-ordinator

SixtH forM

07790 351276

MrS c wrigHt
care & acHieveMent 

co-ordinator 
Upper ScHooL

07790 351281

Mr S BUtcHer
care & acHieveMent 

co-ordinator 
Lower ScHooL

07790 351283

Please sHare
If you would like to share pupils’ achievements in the 
community with us, then please feel free to email Mr 
Ben Wall at: ben.wall@woldgate.eriding.net

Come 
and Sing 
at Pocklington Arts Centre 
Tuesday nights in term time
Musical Director – Sam Dunkley

Pocklington Young Voices Ages 7—11 4:30—5:30
Pocklington Youth Voices Ages 11—18 5:45—7:15
Forgotten Voices Community Choir Ages 18+ 7:30—9:30
£5 per week
For more information contact Pocklington Arts Centre or visit the Forgotten Voices 
Community Choir Facebook page, which will also show any venue changes due to the 
ongoing refurbishment of Pocklington Arts Centre.

For 2016 our Young Voices and Youth Voices are supported by the  
East Riding Music Hub and Yorkshire Youth and Music.

With Forgotten Voices Community Choir celebrating its 
fifth birthday we are delighted to launch two brand new 
choirs for Pocklington! All of the choirs will sing in unison 
and harmony, unaccompanied and with accompaniment, 
and with opportunities for solos for people who might 
want one. There are no auditions, no experience 
necessary – anyone can sing, just come and join us!

Pocklington Young Voices
For young people in school Years 3 to 6, aged 7 to 11, this 
choir will sing songs, play games and explore music together. 
Meeting from 4:30 to 5:30 each Tuesday evening in term time

Pocklington Youth Voices
For young people in school Years 7 to 13,  
aged 11 to 18, this choir will explore enjoyable, challenging 
repertoire while developing as performers and music leaders. 
Meeting from 5:45 to 7:15 each Tuesday evening in term time

Forgotten Voices Community Choir
Established in 2010 by community musician Sam Dunkley and 
the Pocklington Arts Centre the choir has gone from strength 
to strength. Open to anyone over 18 we are a relaxed, fun, 
community of singers. In order to fit in our younger singers, 
the Forgotten Voices will now meet from 7:30 to 9:30 each 
Tuesday evening in term time
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